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STEERING GROUP MEETING  
4 February 2021 - 5.30pm 
Zoom Conference 
 
Present 
John Langley (Chair), David Clarson (Secretary), Giles Goddard (Treasurer), Chris Bagot, Michael Ball, 
Lisa Bewick, Suat Binkaya, Teresa Collins, Nic Durston, Ken Hamilton, Tim Hollins, Adrian Hyyrylainen-
Trett, Ted Inman, Michael Johnson, Abi Lewis (observer), Issa Issa, Joe O’Mera, Jenny O’Neill, Hannah 
Quigley, Jenny Styles, Michael Tuppen, Max Weiner and Danielle Welsh  
Apologies  
Paul Dyson, David Hopkins, Carmelita Lee, Ali Mara and Natalie Raben  
 
MINUTES 
 
1.0 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

The Chair opened the meeting welcoming everyone and noting the apologies. He welcomed Abi 
Lewis in her role as Head of Programme Delivery for the LB of Lambeth in Waterloo to the 
meeting. 

 
2.0   MINUTES OF LAST MEETING 

2.1 The minutes of the meeting held on November were agreed.  
2.2 The minutes of the AGM were circulated for comment and will be formally approved at 

the   next AGM. 
 

3.0   USE OF FUNDING 
3.1 After some discussion it was agreed that some of the current funds should be used for 

Admin support of around a day per week. Assistance would be helpful specifically for the 
Planning Group, extending membership and with six weekly Newsletters. The work load 
may be heavier initially. A job description and task list is to be prepared and Park Plaza 
offered their HR department to assist in this. 

3.2 It was also agreed that some funding should be put towards improving the website and 
social media. 
 

4.0 PROGRESS ON COMMUNICATION, REPRESENTATION AND MEMBERSHIP  
4.1 Contact with local residents’ groups – Carmelita Lee, Lisa Bewick and Hannah Quigley had 

met and will start contacting TRAs and Residents’ Associations once Covid-19 restrictions are 
eased. 

4.2 Contact with Business Groups - newsletters either are or will be distributed by the BIDs and 
SBEG to their members.  

4.3 Posters 
A leaflet/poster briefly describing SoWN and issued with the meeting papers has been 
produced by Carmelita’s niece. Again when circumstances permit this will posted around the 
area on notice boards. An offer was made by Danielle for notices to be in the Library together 
with other information about SoWN. It was suggested that the poster should refer to a person 
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or location as the contact point as well as the website. Concern was expressed about 
contacting those without internet access, and the Communications Group was asked to 
consider this. It was also stressed that Steering Group members should be ambassadors for 
SoWN. 
 

5.0       THE SOUTH BANK AND WATERLOO FORUM – IDEAS FOR THE FUTURE 

A number of outline proposals had been circulated prior to the meeting to aid discussion. The 
following points emerged:  

5.1 It was felt that as the Forum only meets four times a year it should encourage other 
meetings and should be more varied, flexible and dynamic. There needs to be an increase 
in friendliness and welcome to the meeting, particularly for new members, and this could 
be helped by social events running in parallel. Also it has an important role in community 
building and to invite ideas. Small break out groups were also suggested as an addition to 
the meeting format. 

5.2 It was seen as an opportunity for Councillors to bring information to the communities’ 
attention, for SoWN to communicate its work outside the Forum and demonstrate its 
desire to be a positive influence.   

5.3 It was agreed that the discussion needs to be ongoing. 
 

6.0        UPDATES FROM WORKING GROUPS 

Environment 

6.1 Giles Goddard reported that the Group had been working on Parks and Green Spaces, a 
Tree audit and Clean Air. 

6.2 It is also working on ways to work with the Planning Group in responding to planning 
proposals and applications. 

6.3 It wanted to bring the idea of declaring the area as one of net zero carbon emissions by 
2030 to the attention of the Steering Group. This is in line with the Councils’ aspirations 
around carbon reduction (starting with its own commitment to be carbon neutral by 
2030) and the Group would like to find a way of working with them, SBEG / South Bank 
BID and WeAreWaterloo to achieve this by practical applications. The Steering Group 
broadly welcomed this initiative and saw it as a way for the community to work together. 
It was agreed to convene a separate meeting. 

6.4 Following the adoption of the Mayors new London Plan at the end of January, the Group 
had just received a copy of Module C – Good Quality Housing. Whilst much of this 84 page 
document looks encouraging there is a concerning small section dealing with a reduction 
in daylight standards caused by new developments. The Group will continue to work on 
this.  
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Planning 
 
6.5 Chris Bagot reported that the Group of six members has met almost every week since its 

formation. It has had wide issues to cover ranging from shop signs in Lower Marsh to a 
handful of large developments. Whilst the Neighbourhood Plan is a good guide it is not 
always easy to speak on behalf of SoWN and even then it can land on deaf ears. The Group 
is looking at ways within the timescales allowed to communicate its thoughts with the 
Steering Group and wider membership in a timely way. 

6.6 The Group welcomes the consultation made available by the Council at the pre-
application stage but is looking at ways in which this could be improved so that the Groups 
views are properly taken into account. 

6.7 With the number of large developments in the planning pipeline Ted Inman from the 
Planning Gain Group expressed the need for section 106 requirements to be fully 
considered at the appropriate stage.   

 
7.0        ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

7.1 2021 Steering Group Membership 
The list circulated with the Agenda was agreed as the current membership. Those who 
had not attended for a year and sent no apologies are to be asked if they wish to continue. 
Nic Durston agreed to follow up Morley College and the Southbank Centre for 
replacement members and there is a potential new member from Network Rail. Steering 
Group Members need to be members of SoWN. 

7.2 Changes to Bishops Ward 
Nic Durston reported that the Local Government Boundary Commission is consulting on 
a proposed change to the name of Bishop’s Ward to South Bank and Waterloo, reducing 
the number of Councillors to two, and extending the ward slightly beyond Lambeth Road. 
He agreed to circulate details to Steering Group members. 

7.3 Emma Cons Gardens 
It was announced that Bourne Capital has offered to fund the consultation stage of the 
future development of Emma Cons Garden. A Steering Group of local organisations, 
including SoWN, has been established to manage the consultation which it is hoped will 
take place in the second quarter of 2021.  

7.4 Kennington, Oval and Vauxhall Neighbourhood Forum 
The meeting agreed that SoWN should support the re-designation of this proposed 
adjacent Neighbourhood Forum. 
 

8.0 Date of next Meeting – it was agreed that because of the wide number of issues that had arisen 
this should be in approximately four weeks. 

 

 
 


